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indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: .so universal in his age. Almost all Florentine families, noble or bourgeois,
had their estates or little farms in the contado, where brake and stream made haunts for beast and fowl, where
hunting, fowling, and fishing were features of everyday life. Metaphors from these were so imbedded in the
national speech that it would be impossible to avoid them. In Dante, therefore, they are necessarily found, but
they are not frequent, though most of the characters whom he introduces must have been constant, if not
mighty, hunters and fowlers. Of the two hunting scenes one is the dream of Ugolino, wherein he saw
Archbishop Ruggieri as a master of hounds chasing the wolf and its cubs with his lean eager dogs Inferno,
xxxiii. 28). The other is the graphic description Inferno, xiii. 112) of Lano and Giacomo della Cappella fleeing
from the demons. Here is real hunting life--the rush of the boars and the swish of branches as they burst
through the barriers of the wood, behind them the forest full of black hounds breaking away from the
confinement of the leash, and fixing their teeth in their prey just as it sought shelter in the brushwood. These
references are really all, though the dilemma of the dog between two equidistant does in Paradiso, iv., may just
be mentioned. The theme would be the richer if we could only quote as Dante s the vivid lines in the Vatican ms.
ascribed to him by Mario Pelaez...
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