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Excerpt: . . . 11 will result in 182 pumps installed by the end of 2008. In the last 12 months there were a record
number of E85 pumps installed na-tionwide, 440. At this rate, as you indicated, it would take at least a century
to reach critical mass in E85 infrastructure. The current rate of infrastructure deployment is therefore insuf-
ficient to support the national vision of domestic biofuels produc-tion, deployment, and use that is
consequential within the decade. The Department believes that an E85 delivery system is an impor-tant goal of
an alternative fuels infrastructure, but should not nec-essarily be the exclusive goal upon which our national
strategy is built. Intermediate blends may oFer an alternative approach to balance fuel production and use in
parallel in order to enable con-tinuous, uninterrupted growth in domestic fuels production and allow more
outlets into the marketplace. Turning to vehicles, there are currently more than six million flexible fuel vehicles
FFVs on the road in this country, still a rel-atively insignificant number representing a small percentage of the
approximately 225 million light duty vehicles in the United States. Domestic auto manufacturers have pledged
to the President to make half of their products flex fuel capable by 2012, and we are hopeful that this pledge will
be maintained and even accelerated. It is important to note however, that this voluntary pledge is en-tirely
contingent on the potential availability of the physical pres-ence of E85 infrastructure. It excludes foreign
manufacturers,...
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